Honors Physical Science 
Mr. Donnelly (Mr.D) and the voices in his head
Room 9 
Email: donnellym@estacada.k12.or.us    
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: @estacadascience  optional
Website: http://mrdclassified.weebly.com 

          Remind101: Class code:  @gotissues     Number: (424) 221-5977 or text 81010
Major Units of Study:
This course will help high-school students develop the critical thinking skills necessary to guide their future in making sound decisions on often-controversial topics such as stem cell research, genetically modified food, DNA testing, gene therapy, and other emergent issues in science. We will be approaching science like scientists do science rather than through disconnected textbook activities. We will cover these topics listed below in first semester.
                  The nature of science, requirements of science, performing good science, science vs. non-science,   

                  pseudoscience and popular culture claim evaluations, data collecting and measurement, astrobiology, and     

                  the chemistry of life.

What do I need for class?
All students are required to have the following in class every day.

· Curiosity

· Pencil or pen and paper 
· A notebook to hold you packet
· There is a class website where I will regularly post the weekly schedule, notes, copies of assignments, keys, links to online materials used in class, and other useful websites.
· Access to your school Google drive
Personal Management:
Any activity that is disruptive to the learning process for yourself or others will result in removal from the classroom and an office referral. Disruptions can include, but are not limited to:

· Inappropriate cell phone/personal electronics use.

· Unsafe behavior.

· Bullying/intimidation.

· Vandalism

· Defiance
Testing Protocols:
All Tests:

No student-generated notes will be allowed on unit or final tests. Weekly current event discussion days are graded. Lab quizzes and homework quizzes will be done using the relevant lab or homework packets if done during the regular class time set aside. For retakes, prepared data may be provided in lieu of the students own collected lab data.

Tests/quizzes have levels and are tiered. 

Retakes or Missed Quizzes:
Retakes or missed quizzes will also be available based on appointment with instructor. In order to be eligible for a retake, all homework and labs from the unit must be completed.
Help:
· When working on homework and labs I encourage you to work together, however, you must turn in your own work.  
· Daily attendance is crucial for your understanding of the material as well.  
· Sign up for the Remind101 one way text service where your instructors can text you reminders of tests, quizzes, assignments, and updates about important information relating to the class. Parents and students are both welcome to sign up for the service!

· The class website has everything plus more. It is an invaluable help tool.

Grading Scale:
Students are graded based on acquired knowledge of the NGSS and/or Common Core State Standards. Students will be graded under three categories: Practice, learning targets, and midterm/final. 
80% of a student grade is determined by learning target assessments. 10% of a grade is determined by practice work, and 10% of the grade is based on a midterm/final exam.  

Proficiency Scale
4-A    3.5-B   3-C    2/1-F   0-No evidence
To retake a learning target assessment, students will need to have all practice work done. They will only have a 2 week window to do any retakes.
Remind 101:
We will be using Remind101 as a class communication tool. Remind 101 is a safe school approved way for parents and students to get texts directly from their teacher. The students never see the teacher's number and the teacher never sees the students' numbers. Also, it only works one way. Students cannot text the teacher.

Class code:  @gotissues
Number : (424) 221-5977 or 81010
See the class website under the “help me” tab for assistance in signing up
*Please be aware that the details of this syllabus are subject to change as is necessary for the course.*
I am a pretty approachable person. I want you to enjoy your time in my class and learn how the universe works during your stay. A simple chat can often clear up any misconceptions that you might have.
