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Sizing up our Universe

Go to the website http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/idealabs/universe/index.html   Follow the instructions and fill in the blanks below.

1. What object did you choose for the Earth ______________________ and Moon ____________?

2. When it asked you to enter your address, enter the street address for Estacada High School.

3. Where is the moon relative to Earth?

4. What object did you choose for the sun? _____________________

5. If the sun were EHS, what corners would the Earth cross in its orbit? 

6. How big is Pluto in relation to the Earth?

7. To what nearby town would you need to drive to see Pluto up close?

8. What is the closest star to ours?

9. On the scale we’ve chosen, how many relative miles away would this star be to our solar system?
10. How many miles across is our solar system?

11. How many miles across is the Milky Way?

12. What object did you choose for our solar system?

13. What continent is the relative size of the Milky Way?

14. Video: Looking at the image of the Milky Way, what direction do the swirly arms extend from the center, clockwise or counterclockwise?

15. What is the Milky Way?  

16. How many known galaxies are there in the universe?

17. What is the name of the next closest galaxy?

18. Can galaxies collide?

19. What would happen and why?

20. How would you describe the current known movement of galaxies in relation to each other?
21. What does tell us about our universe?

22. How long ago did the Big Bang theoretically occur?
