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   Flytraps 
       
Watching the movie Little Shop of Horrors, which featured a man eating flytrap plant a few days after a major outbreak of student zombies occurred gave Mr. D an idea. Mr. D  noticed that Venus Flytrap plants grew in swampy parts of his backyard but they were quite small.  He had some slain zombie student bodies piled up in a corner and thought they might help him get some larger flytraps like one in the movie. He went to the library and found out the following facts         Flytraps are usually found in many swamps          Flytraps eat insects for nutrients
 During his research he also found out that the zombie outbreak was caused by large quantities of Axe cologne mixed with sweat and ash from a local fire. The outbreak was limited only to students exposed to those conditions. Mr. D. thought for awhile, then said, "I think that if I feed my plants zombie student flesh instead of insects, then they will grow taller." 

He then went into his yard and dug up 100 flytraps. He divided them into four groups. Each group contained 25 flytraps. All of the groups were grown in the same type of soil, they all received the same amount of light, and they were all kept at the same temperature. There was only one difference between the groups. Group 1 received 4 milligrams of student flesh a day. Group 2 received 3 milligrams of flesh a day. Group 3 received 2 milligrams of flesh a day. Group 4 received 0 milligrams of flesh each day. Yuck. 
Every day he went out and measured the plants. After 30 days he observed that the plants in group 1 had grown an average of 8 centimeters. The plants in group 2 had grown an average of 4 centimeters. The plants in group 3 had grown an average of 2 centimeters. The plants in group 4 had grown an average of only 1 centimeters. 

To Earn a 3:  (Easy Mode)
1. Which of the following best described Mr. D’s hypothesis?

a. A guess that cannot be tested
b. A prediction that has been proven every time tested even when using zombie flesh
c. A prediction by Madame Zelda using astrological signs
d. A testable explanation or prediction for a question or problem
2. After he analyzed the results what did Mr. D base his conclusion on?
a. A testable explanation or prediction for a question or problem
b. food always motivates students
c. the experimental data
3. Identify the problem that Mr. D was trying to solve.

4. What is the independent (manipulated) variable of the above experiment?

a. the groups
b. the flytraps
c. the zombie flesh
d. the prediction
5. What is the dependent variable from the experiment?

a. the groups

b. the flytraps
c. the zombie flesh
To Earn a 3.5:
6. Name 4 constants in the experiment that make the experiment fair and valid OR name two things not listed that could be kept constant.
 7.  Why is a control group necessary in a good experiment?

a. To show what would normally happen and use it as a comparison. 
b. To keep the experiment from becoming chaotic.
c. So the experiment can be contained. 

d. It helps to make a good hypothesis

8. In Mr.D ’s table, we recorded observations and measurements called

a. information

b. hypothesis

c. data

d. analysis 

9. Create a graph using the data in the experiment.

10. Why are constants important in a good experiment?

          a. they are science

          b. they help the hypothesis

          c. for fairness 

         d. for  making a conclusion

11. Which group acted as a control group? 
To Earn a 4:  (Hard Mode)
11. Create a data table for the experiment. 
12. What conclusion should Mr. D make concerning the experiment?
13. How is a control group different from a constant?
14. How are qualitative and quantitative data different?

Students will be able to describe the general properties of scientific inquiry and their importance
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