Name ________________________ Date _______________

Biology 18.3 Solving Environmental Issues


1: Give one example of a worldwide agreement to stop production of a harmful chemical that occurred in the 1990s.

2: Name two carcinogenic industrial chemicals that have been restricted or banned in the United States in recent decades.

3: What does a secondary sewage treatment plant remove from wastewaters?

4: What is a smokestack scrubber?

5: By what percentage have emissions of sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, and soot been cut by in the past 10 years?

6: Name one way in which communities like Boston are attempting to cut down on the number of vehicles so as to help limit air pollution?

7: In the past 30 years, what has been responsible for slowing the spread of air pollution?

8: What do the  pollution laws of the past two decades tighten restrictions on?

9: Give one example of a law that removes harmful pollutants and is mandated on every car sold in the United States.
10: Besides creating laws to restrict the emission of pollutants, what other technique proves affective in reducing pollution emissions in the United States?

11: How does the government attempt to balance the conflicting demands of environmental safety and economic growth?

12: When the government sells permits to industry to allow disposal of a  certain amount of pollutants, what is this permit called?

13: When solving an environmental problem, what is your first step? What do you do in this first step?

14: What does building models of an ecosystem allow scientists to accomplish?

15: What do you do when you do a risk-analysis of affects to an ecosystem when solving an environmental problem?

16: Public education is important in addressing any environmental problem. What three things does this involve?

17: Political action is an important step in solving environmental problems. How can individuals like yourself have any influence on this process? 

18: What is the final step in the process of solving an environmental problem? Why is it important?

19: What groups of professionals does the development of appropriate solutions to the world’s environmental problems rest partially on?

20: How did the Nashua River Clean-Up Committee influence politicians to make them aware of the pollution in the Nashua River?

21: The hard work of the Nashua River Clean-Up Committee helped lead to the passage of what law in 1966?

22: What was creating the growth of blue-green algae (algae blooms) in Lake Washington in 1954?

23: What affect would the uncontrolled growth of the algae have eventually on the lake?
24: Why did artist Buster Simpson leave ceramic discs at the mouths of factory waste discharge sites along the Snake River?
25: When Simpson collected the discs downstream, what did it reveal in the bright colors once he fired the discs in a ceramics kiln?

26: What happened when Simpson had an art show and displayed the discs, a map of where they had been placed and a color key to explain which chemical pollutants had created which colors on the discs?

27: List five ways that you, as an individual, can contribute to helping to save our environment through simple daily actions.
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