Baloney Detection Assignment
As you react to the proponent claims and skeptical rebuttal about your research topic, apply the questions below

1) Can the facts or evidence presented here be confirmed by a reliable source independent of those making the claim?

2) Is there consensus in the scientific community about these claims?

3) Does the evidence for this claim depend entirely on personal anecdotes (stories)?

4) Is the conclusion made here the only possible explanation for the events? 

5) Are the people making these claims attached to their point of view, or are they trying to get at the objective truth?  (Be especially skeptical of anyone whose livelihood depends on belief in these claims.)

6) Can the claims this group is making be tested?  (If they cannot be, then know that these claims can be neither proven nor falsified.)

7) Applying Occam’s Razor, what is the simplest possible explanation for the evidence presented here? (Occam’s Razor:  When you have two competing theories which make exactly the same predictions, the one that is simpler is better.)

8) Have carefully designed, controlled experiments (double-blinded) been used to validate these claims or ideas?  Have the experiments been repeated by other scientists, or are these claims based on one study only?

9)  Are the claims being made here matters that people in general long to believe are true?  

DON’T FORGET:  

EXTRAORDINARY CLAIMS DEMAND EXTRAORDINARY EVIDENCE!
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Alternative Medicine/Health Practices

Acupuncture
Acupuncture: Can it help?
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/acupuncture/SA00086
Acupuncture.com
http://acupuncture.com/
Acupuncture
http://www.skepdic.com/acupunc.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Acupuncture
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C11%2529acupuncture%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C13%29%22Acupuncture%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Aromatherapy
National Association for Holistic Aromatherapy
http://www.naha.org/about_aromatherapy.htm
Taking charge of your health: Aromatherapy
http://www.takingcharge.csh.umn.edu/explore-healing-practices/aromatherapy
Aromatherapy
http://www.skepdic.com/aroma.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Aromatherapy
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C12%2529Aromatherapy%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C14%29%22Aromatherapy%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Breatharianism
inedia (breatharianism)
http://www.skepdic.com/inedia.html
Breatharianism by Jack Davis
http://www.joanocean.com/jackpage.html
Magazine article from Student Resource Center on Breatharianism 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?contentSet=IAC-Documents&docType=IAC&type=retrieve&tabID=T003&prodId=SRC-2&docId=A90785020&userGroupName=dist214&version=1.0&searchType=BasicSearchForm&source=gale

Chiropractic Medicine
American Chiropractic Association
http://www.amerchiro.org/
Chiropractors
http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos071.htm
Your Skeptical Guide to Chiropractic History
http://www.chirobase.org/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Chiropractic Medicine
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C12%2529Chiropractic%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C14%29%22Chiropractic%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Crystal Healing
Crystal Therapy
http://healing.about.com/od/crystaltherapy/a/crystaltherapy.htm
Crystal Healing
http://www.psychics.co.uk/crystals/homepage.html
Crystal Medicine
http://www.llewellyn.com/bookstore/article.php?id=646
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Crystal Healing 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C15%29Crystal+Healing%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28ke%2CNone%2C15%29Crystal+Healing%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Healing Touch
Healing Touch Program
http://www.healingtouchprogram.com/htp/faq.shtml
Healing touch: A new patient outreach program
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2007-11-04-healing-touch_N.htm
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Healing Touch (Reiki) 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C5%29reiki%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C5%29reiki%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Homeopathy
National Center for Complimentary and Alternative Medicine
http://nccam.nih.gov/health/homeopathy/
Quackwatch: Homeopathy
http://www.quackwatch.org/01QuackeryRelatedTopics/homeo.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Homeopathy 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C11%2529Homeopathy%2B%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C12%29%22Homeopathy%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Iridology
Iridology
http://skepdic.com/iridol.html
International Iridology Practitioners Association 
http://www.iridologyassn.org/IridologyIntro.aspx
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Iridology 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C10%2529Iridology%2B%2524%7E%29_1&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C11%29%22Iridology%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Magnet Therapy
Magnet therapy and healing
http://skepdic.com/magnetic.html
InteliHealth: Magnet Therapy
http://www.intelihealth.com/IH/ihtIH/WS/8513/34968/358833.html?d=dmtContent
A Billion Dollar Boondoggle
http://www.csicop.org/si/show/magnet_therapy_a_billion-dollar_boondoggle/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Magnet Therapy 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C14%2529Magnet%2BTherapy%2524%7E%291&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=SEE_REFERENCE&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C24%29%22Magnetic+Field+Therapy%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Reflexology
Reflexology
http://skepdic.com/reflex.html
What is Reflexology?
http://altmedicine.about.com/od/therapiesfromrtoz/a/Reflexology.htm
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Reflexology 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C11%2529Reflexology%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C13%29%22Reflexology%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Weight-Loss Supplements
Over-the-counter weight-loss pills: Do they work?
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/weight-loss/HQ01160
Do weight-loss supplements work?
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/15697222/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Weight-Loss Supplements (Anti-Obesity Agents) 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C23%2529Weight-Loss%2BSupplements%2524%7E%2930&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=SEE_REFERENCE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C21%29%22Anti-Obesity+Agents%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Paranormal

Amityville Horror
The Amityville Horror The Official Website
http://www.amityvillehorror.com/
The Truth about the Amityville Horror 
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/371793/the_truth_about_the_amityville_horror.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Amityville Horror
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C17%29Amityville+Horror%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C17%29Amityville+Horror%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
ESP
ESP (extrasensory perception)
http://skepdic.com/esp.html
Extrasensory Perception
http://www.davidmyers.org/Brix?pageID=15
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resouce Center on Extrasensory Perception
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C23%2529Extrasensory%2BPerception%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C25%29%22Extrasensory+Perception%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Fortune-Telling/Tarot Cards
Fortune Telling With Playing Cards
http://www3.sympatico.ca/terrir/divination_index.html
Tarot Cards
http://www.allabouttheoccult.org/tarot-cards.htm
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resouce Center on Tarot Cards
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C11%29tarot+Cards%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28ke%2CNone%2C11%29tarot+Cards%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Ghost-Hunters
National Ghost Hunters
http://www.nationalghosthunters.com/
International Ghost Hunters Society
http://www.ghostweb.com/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Ghost-Hunters
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C13%29GhostHunters%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C13%29GhostHunters%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Haunted Houses 
HauntedHouses.Com
http://www.hauntedhouses.com/
haunted house
http://www.skepdic.com/haunted.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Haunted Houses
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C15%2529Haunted%2BHouses%2B%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C16%29%22Haunted+Houses%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Mackenzie House
Mackenzie House
http://www.pararesearchers.org/Ghosts/mack/mack.html
Toronto Ghosts and Hauntings
http://www.torontoghosts.org/mack.htm
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Mackenzie House http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C15%29Mackenzie+House%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28ke%2CNone%2C15%29Mackenzie+House%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Near Death Experiences
Near Death Experiences and the Afterlife
http://www.near-death.com/
Near Death Experience Research Foundation 
http://www.nderf.org/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Near Death Experiences
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C22%29Near+Death+Experiences%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C22%29Near+Death+Experiences%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Pareidolia
pareidolia
http://skepdic.com/pareidol.html
pareidolia
http://www.wordspy.com/words/pareidolia.asp
Pareidolia poser 
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/badastronomy/2009/04/21/pareidolia-poser/

Self-Proclaimed Psychics or Healers

Sylvia Brown 
Sylvia Brown
http://www.sylvia.org/home/index.cfm
Stop Sylvia Brown
http://www.stopsylviabrowne.com/
Book Reviews on the books written by Sylvia Brown in Biography Resource Center
http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/BioRC?NA=Sylvia+Brown+&OP=contains&vrsn=149&locID=dist214_biorc&srchtp=name&ste=3&tbst=prp

John Edward 
John Edward 
http://www.johnedward.net/JOHN_EDWARD_2008/JE_home.html
Demystifying John Edward of Crossing Over
http://www.re-quest.net/entertainment/movies-and-tv/tv/john-edward/
Online Reference books, magazines and newspapers from Student Ressource Center
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C12%29John+Edward+%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=Relevance&type=search&tabID=T001&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C12%29John+Edward+%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale
Pseudo-Science

Aids Denial
Aids Denial in Pseudoscience
http://www.physics.smu.edu/pseudo/AIDS/
HIV Denial in the Internet Era
http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=get-document&doi=10.1371/journal.pmed.0040256&ct=1
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on AIDS Denial 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28su%2CNone%2C11%29AIDS+Denial%24&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=DISPLAY_SUBJECTS&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28ke%2CNone%2C11%29AIDS+Denial%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Alien Abductions/Sightings
Alien Abduction
http://skepdic.com/aliens.html
Alien Abduction Case Files
http://www.ufocasebook.com/alienabductions.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Alien Abductions/Sightings (Human-Alien Encounters) 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C16%2529alien%2Babductions%2524%7E%291&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=SEE_REFERENCE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C24%29%22Human-Alien+Encounters%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Astrology
astrology.com
http://www.astrology.com/
Astrology Zone
http://www.astrologyzone.com/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Astrology
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C9%2529Astrology%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C11%29%22Astrology%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale 

Bermuda Triangle
Bermuda-Triangle.Org
http://www.bermuda-triangle.org/
Bermuda or Devil's Triangle
http://www.skepdic.com/bermuda.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on the Bermuda Triangle
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C16%2529bermuda%2Btriangle%2524%7E%29_1&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C18%29%22Bermuda+Triangle%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Bigfoot
Bigfoot Encounters
http://www.bigfootencounters.com/
Bigfoot
http://skepdic.com/bigfoot.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Bigfoot (Sasquatch) 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C9%2529sasquatch%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C11%29%22Sasquatch%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Crop Circles
Crop Circles
http://www.world-mysteries.com/sci_14.htm
crop "circle"
http://skepdic.com/cropcirc.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Crop Circles 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C12%2529Crop%2BCircles%2524%7E%29_1&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C14%29%22Crop+Circles%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Dowsing
Discover the Secrets of Dowsing with Your Pendulum
http://mypage.direct.ca/j/jliving/pen01.htm
dowsing (a.k.a. water witching)
http://skepdic.com/dowsing.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Dowsing 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C7%2529dowsing%2524%7E%29_1&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C9%29%22Dowsing%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Feng Shui
Feng Shui Research Center
http://www.josephyu.com/
feng shui
http://skepdic.com/fengshui.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Feng Shui
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C10%2529Feng%2BShui%2B%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C11%29%22Feng-Shui%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Holocaust Denial
Holocaust Denial
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/denial.html
Holocaust Denial
http://www.adl.org/Holocaust/introduction.asp
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on the Holocaust Denial 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C16%2529Holocaust%2BDenial%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C18%29%22Holocaust+Denial%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Loch Ness Monster
Legend of Nessie
http://www.nessie.co.uk/
Lock Ness "monster"
http://skepdic.com/nessie.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on the Loch Ness Monster 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C17%2529Loch%2BNess%2BMonster%2524%7E%29_1&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C19%29%22Loch+Ness+Monster%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Ouija Boards
Ouija Boards
http://skepdic.com/ouija.html
Museum of Talking Boards
http://www.museumoftalkingboards.com/index.html
Ouija Boards Pro and Con
http://www.greatdreams.com/ouija.htm

Psychic Detectives
Psychic Detectives
http://www.trutv.com/library/crime/criminal_mind/forensics/psychics/index.html
psychic detective
http://skepdic.com/psychdet.html
Magazine article from Student Resource Center on Psychics and Crime
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?contentSet=IAC-Documents&docType=IAC&type=retrieve&tabID=T003&prodId=SRC-2&docId=A159076747&userGroupName=dist214&version=1.0&searchType=BasicSearchForm&source=gale

Regressive Hypnosis
Italian Regressive Hypnosis Society
http://www.ipnosiregressiva.it/italian-regressive-hypnosis-society/index.php
The Sleep of Reason
http://slrd.blogspot.com/2008/03/rehressive-hypnosis.html
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Regressive Hypnosis (Reincarnation Therapy)
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C10%2529past%2Blives%2524%7E%291&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=SEE_REFERENCE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C23%29%22Reincarnation+Therapy%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale 

The Roswell Incident
The Roswell Incident
http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Vault/2498/
CNN: Report on Roswell incident
http://www.cnn.com/US/9706/18/ufo.report/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on the Roswell Incident (Roswell, New Mexico)
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C10%2529past%2Blives%2524%7E%291&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=SEE_REFERENCE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C23%29%22Reincarnation+Therapy%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale

Witches
Witch
http://skepdic.com/witches.html
The Witches Voice
http://www.witchvox.com/
Magazine and newspaper articles from Student Resource Center on Witchcraft 
http://find.galegroup.com/srcx/infomark.do?subjectParam=Locale%2528en%252C%252C%2529%253AFQE%253D%2528su%252CNone%252C10%2529witchcraft%2524%7E%29_2&sgHitCountType=None&searchType=BasicSearchForm&sort=DateDescend&type=search&tabID=T003&subjectAction=VIEW_TOPIC_TREE&prodId=SRC-2&queryId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28SU%2CNone%2C12%29%22Witchcraft%22%24&version=1.0&userGroupName=dist214&source=gale


Look up your topic in these General Internet Sites 
Ontario Skeptical Society
Articles on many topics.
http://www.skeptics.ca/articles.html

Quackwatch
Dr. Stephen Barett's "Quackwatch," a guide to determining which medical practices are backed by science and which are not.
http://www. quackwatch.org/

Skeptic's Dictionary Online
A vast collection of articles and links compiled by Professor Robert T. Carroll, a philosophy instructor at Sacramento City College. 
http://skepdic.com/

New England Skeptical Society
Includes many useful articles and links to other terrific sites, including the on-line forum for "Skeptic's Guide to the Galaxy."
http://www.theness.com/

James Randi Educational FoundationSkeptical Inquirer Article Page

 HYPERLINK "http://www.csicip.org/si/onoine.html" 
Online articles from the magazine are available here.
http://www.csicop.org/si/online.html


An educational resource on the paranormal, pseudoscientific and the supernatural. 
http://www.randi.org/

Skeptic Planet
Skeptic Planet is a search engine that will take you to hundreds of online articles about issues for this project. 
http://www.skepticplanet.com/

Podcasts
New England Skeptical Society
This is the podcast of The New England Skeptical Society. Topics discussed can be found on their web site. http://www.theskepticsguide.org/

"Point of Inquiry" podcast 
This is the site of the Center for Critical Inquiry's "Point of Inquiry" podcast.
http://www.pointofinquiry.org/

"Skeptic Magazine" podcast
This is the podcast for Skeptic Magazine.
http://www.skepticality.com/index.php

http://www.sciencethinking.org/
http://www.sciencethinking.org/zoology/sciencemethods.htm
http://biology.clc.uc.edu/courses/bio104/sci_meth.htm
eneral Objectives and Study Guide
Your objectives for these Notes on the Web and associated readings and exercises are: 

· To define and understand the meaning of the term "pseudoscience";

· To describe and explain illogical, biased and/or naive rationales for holding pseudoscientific beliefs;

· To appraise biased and/or naive rationales for ignoring evidence of such things as the damaging effects of smoking, drug abuse, poor diet, poor exercise patterns, and any other known damaging behavior;

· To discover and use the internet site of the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry;

· To combine, integrate, and express scientific knowledge ion a synthesis essay about why a particular pseudoscience is not science;

· To discover and use reliable Internet resources that expose quackery, scams, and hoaxes.

Your objectives for these Notes on the Web and associated readings and exercises are: 

· To describe and understand the meaning of the term "science;"

· To define and understand the domain and limitations of science;

· To distinguish between science and non-science;

· To understand and defend the importance of scientific thinking in society and in everyday life.

Types of Scientific Generalizations, Explanations, and Predictions
Briefly, the terms law and principle in science apply to generalizations about phenomena consistently observed to occur in nature. A theory provides an explanation of a phenomenon. Theories often postulate mechanisms that cannot be directly observed but can be tested indirectly against predictions made about the observable phenomenon. Theories often describe the "ultimate" causes of phenomena. An individual testable prediction that is a possible or probable answer to a specific question is referred to as a hypothesis. Thus, we may state what we predict based on theory, and then determine through the observational, comparative or experimental methods if our prediction is supported. A well-tested theory has a foundation supported 1000's or 10,000's of tests of many different pertinent hypotheses. An analogy of the relationship of hypotheses to a theory can be made of the relationship of piers supporting a house on the coast. A single pier would be a weak support. Four piers might hold the house up, but is still very tenuous. A thousand piers would be a firm foundation indeed! When their are a few weak piers, the foundation remains strong. Likewise, a theory remains strong when the weight of supporting evidence is broad.

The following definitions come from the National Academy of Sciences.

	Glossary of Terms Used in Teaching About the Nature of Science
(National Academy of Sciences 1998) 

	Fact: In science, an observation that has been repeatedly confirmed.

	Law: A descriptive generalization about how some aspect of the natural world behaves under stated circumstances.

	Hypothesis:A testable statement about the natural world that can be used to build more complex inferences and explanations.

	Theory: In science, a well-substantiated explanation of some aspect of the natural world that can incorporate facts, laws, inferences, and tested hypotheses.


To reiterate, many well-tested theories have been tested literally tens of thousands of times. They fully quality in everyday laymen’s terms as "fact" even though we continue to use the word "theory". Unfortunately, many people think of "theory" only as an educated guess, which it is not in science. 

Which of the above categories of explanation are supported by adequate evidence to say they are most probably correct? Are any of these beyond reexamination? Does the open-mindedness of science with respect to such possibilities mean that we expect our well-tested theories to be overturned?

Visit the web page at the following link: http://biology.clc.uc.edu/courses/bio104/sci_meth.htm Read all of the web page and then do the exercise that involves selecting a hypothesis to test regarding why plants tend to grow toward windows. Type up the following to submit to me through Turnitin.com:

1. the observation

2. the question

3. the hypothesis you select to test

4. the prediction you select to test your hypothesis

5. the difference you expect to see if your hypothesis is supported

6. the simulated results (the exact wording) that your experiment yields

7. the answer to the question given with those results. 

8. Finally, identify your independent variable and dependent variable in your final experiemental try. These variables are not mentioned in the web page, but are we have studied them in your Notes on the Web.
Use a readable format when you prepare your report. List each of the items above as sections of your report. Include your name, date, and name of exercise in the upper left corner of the first page. If you discover that you did not properly test your hypothesis, repeat the exercise and include the same information on your second try and other tries as required until you get it correct. Don't worry if you make a mistake the first time. No points will be deducted if you ultimately get it correct. However, you will have point deductions if you tested your hypothesis in some way that is irrelevant or flawed. You will also be graded on the format and thoroughness of your report.
Note: The only part of the web page at the link (http://biology.clc.uc.edu/courses/bio104/sci_meth.htm) that you do not have to complete is the group exercise described in the last paragraph of that site.

Update method sheets in class with this

Now that the story is told, identify the variables involved in this example. Fill in the following spaces: 

· The independent variable was __________________________________________

· The dependent variable was ___________________________________________

· Examples of controlled variables include:

1. ________________________________

2. ________________________________

3. ________________________________

To conclude this exercise, be a critic. What variables do you think would have been especially hard to control? What do you think a scientific reviewer might ask about, if all she/he knew were the details presented here?

http://homepage.mac.com/phyzman/skepticism/
If a million people say a foolish thing, it is still a foolish thing.
Anatole France, Nobel Prize Winning Author
