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Name ___________________________________ Day ____ Period ____ Date ________
Ecological Footprint Activity

The purpose of this assignment is to determine your personal ecological footprint, which is a measure of your demand on the Earth’s ecosystems, as measured by your use of natural resources compared to the planet’s ecological capacity to regenerate those resources.

1. Go to http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/personal_footprint
2. To begin, click “Take Quiz.” Select location: USA. Then click “Begin”, then “Get Started”

3. Create your Avatar. (Don’t take too long on this step!)

4. Now answer the questions according to the lifestyle that YOU live.  If you don’t know the exact answer, guess and/or approximate.  Also, this time you are free to enter more Detailed Information if you’d prefer it to the Basic Information.  When you are done, respond to the questions below.

Global Acres per Person to live your lifestyle?  Tons of CO2?  How many earths would it take to 
support every person on earth if they lived like you?

What are the different types of land that make up the Global Acres per Person necessary to support your lifestyle?

Write down the percent breakdown of your Ecological Footprint:


Food: ______
Shelter: ______
Mobility: ______
Goods: ______
Services: ______

How does your Ecological Footprint compare to the averages listed below?

Averages:
USA - 19.8 global acres/person = 4.4 earths


World - 6.7 global acres/person = 1.5 earths


High Income Countries - 15.1 global acres/person = 3.4 earths


Low Income Countries - 3.0 global acres/person = .7 earths


Africa - 3.5 global acres/person = .8 earths


Asia - 4.4 global acres/person = 1.0 earths


Europe - 11.6 global acres/person = 2.6 earths


South America - 6.4 global acres/person = 1.4 earths

Do you notice any patterns in the differences between the averages?

Click the “Explore Scenarios” tab in the results window, think about the Sustainability Poster Projects you and your classmates did, and write a short paragraph reflecting on your Ecological Footprint, how it affects the global environment and climate, and some possible changes, large and small, that you could make in your like to mitigate (lessen/minimize) that effect.
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The “Services” part of the breakdown makes up about 8.9 global acres/person (or 2 earths) of the Ecological Footprint for each American, and differs for every country on earth.  It includes activities that are not considered personal, but societal (including health care, entertainment, restaurants, real estate, legal services, roads and infrastructure, government and the military). Think about the Sustainability Poster Projects you and your classmates did.  On the back of this paper, write a short paragraph explaining some of the effects these societal activities have on the global environment and climate, and describing some ideas of how you think America could lower their Ecological Impact.
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